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Fron the Anerican Baptist Magazine. 
THE CHURCH VIEWED IN ITS CONNEC. 
TION WITIL MISSIONS, 

By the church we mean not the Baptist church 
morely, nor the Independent, nor the Episcopal, 
nor the Catholic. We mean not the church of 
the releemedin heaven ; but the multitudes on 
earth. who love our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincer- 
tyandtruth ‘The present article has reference 
chiefly to those, who are now the authorized 
agents of the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

4 part of the subject, however—the past ex- 
ertions of the church—extends, of course, to 
We }) pose 10 take a brief view of 
the church. in respect to her means, her past 

; ents and her future 


wx thons, per encourageMm 

1. The means of the church. There was a 
period. when there was no visible church on 
e uth. Enoch once walked, almost alone, with 
God. Noah was an unsuccessful preacher of 
righteousness, for an hundred and twenty years, 
to an ungodly world. The sons of Jacob es- 
tablished their solitary altar in Goshen, and 
Moses in the palace of Pharaoh ; and darkness 
covered all the rest of the globe. There was a 
time. when the law of God was buried among 
the rubbish of the temple, and its precepts, even 
by the chosen tribes, were nearly forgotten. It 
was work enough for the Israelites in the de- 
sert, and the four young princes in the Babylo- 
nian court to maintain their own walk with 
God. without seeking to g ither converts from 
the surrounding nations, or the alien-nobles.— 
And four hundre ! vears before the advent of the 
Messiah. the vision ceased ; the sons of God had 
cone into bondage ; of the Shekinah 
were forgotten. Heathen Rome swayed a scep- 
tre, which attracted all eyes and filled all hearts. 
The voice of the prophets was hushed. The 
psalms of David had long been unheard among 
the children of the captivity. The unbelieving 
Jews had acquired that hardness of heart and 
that blindness of mind, which still characterizes 
them. Religion seemed to have gone back to 
her native skies, and the pure flame of devo- 
tion. to have died upon the altar. to be kindled 
no more forever. 

But this midnight was the omen of a blessed 
day. When the darkness was thickest, and the 
prospects of the church were most unpromising, 
a gleam of light shot across the heavens. The 
eastern sky soon brightened with a new lumin- 
ary. The dead calm of the political ocean was 


the clories 


stirred by the tidings of the birth of Christ.—‘! 


Che portentous star forced the most incredulous 
to believe, that the king of the Jews had indeed 
appeared. ‘The Magi from the East—and the 
messengers of Herod, the representative of the 
Kkoman emperor in the west, came together to 
the manger in Bethlehem. As an earnest of the 
treasures afterwards to be poured into the trea- 
sury of the Lord, they gave the infant Saviour 
“old, frankincense and myrrh.” And they 
who were sent with malicious designs to destroy 
the babe, concealed the tidings from Herod, and 


“returned to theirown country another way.” | 


This was the first step in the building up of 
that church, of which we are members. Passing 
by the interesting life of our Lord and the con- 
summation of his mission on Calvary, let us 
come at once to the church, as organized in the 
twelve apostles, and commencing its onward 


progress from the day of Pentecost. 


When Jesus led out his apostles “as far as 
Bethany, and lifted up his hands and blessed 
them,” how disconsolate must they have been! 
They had indeed their Master’s blessing, and 
his direction to remain in Jerusalem, till they 
were “endowed with power from on high.”— 
But how feeble were they, tomake head against 
a world! How unlikely that they could make 
the philosophers, the orators, the rulers, or even 
the meanest of the rabble believe the gospel they 
were appointed to preach! Besides, consider 
the means whichthey had at command. <A few 
illiterate men—perhaps, scraps of parchment, 
out of which the gospels were afterwards com- 
piled—no Pauline epistles—no churches—no 
iame—no influence—*a sect every Where spoken 
against.” If they were on land, they could pro- 
duce no excitement, unless the people could be 
induced tocome and hearthem; and then, their 


poverty required them to perform longand wea- | 
risome journies on foot, from village to village | 


and trom province to province. Or if they 
travelled by sea, the mariners of those days 
scarcely ventured so dangerous a distance, as 
from Rome to Carthage. The shores where 
they were born, and the coasts of the islands, 
which had always skirted their horizon, seemed 
to limit infallibly their obedience to the wide 
command—* Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 

Such were the means of the primitive church. 
Turn we now to the means of the church, as it 
exists at the present moment. 


‘salvation, through the blood of the Lumb. 


{when the purchasing of a book was esteemed | the middle ages, the Christians were kindling 
so important a transaction, that persons of dis- | the last flame of their now impure and corrupt- 
‘tinction were assembled, formaily to record their | ed doctrine, on the altars of the remotest barba- 
testimony, as witnesses ofthe deed. Inthe year rans. 
1229, the Bishop of Winchester could not pro-| The gloomy period which followed made it 
cure the loan of a Bible with marginal notes! necessary that all the work should be done 
from his own cathedral, without givinga solemn |again. The fruitful field, blighted by so chill a 
bond, as a pledge for its safe return. Inthe year | night, became a waste; and the garden of the 
'1446, the students at Oxford were not permitted | Lord, a wilderness. The field of the world was 
to use a book in the library for more than an’ again to be tilled; the stones to be thrown out ; 
hour, or two hours at most, “lest others should | the seed to be planted; and, with diligent dress- 
be hindered from the use of the same.” In 1274,| ing and trimming, an attempt was to be made 
the price of a Bible with a commentary, fairly | entirely de novo to cause “ the wilderness to 
written, was thirty pounds. At that time, the | blossom as the rose.” ‘The prince of darkness 
}pay of a common laborer was but three half, had recovered his ancient throne, The star of | 
pence per day; sothatsuch a work would have Bethlehem shone but cimily. The “city set up- | 
cost him more than fifieen years’ labor! Now,| ona hiil” no longer exhibited its brilliant stones, | 
the poor man, who can sive only a cent a week | “ polished after the similitude of a palace.”"— 
for the service of the church, is sure that he is| The dominion of that prince was to be put 
spreading the knowledge of God, and sending|down. The glovies of that blessed star were 
two Bibles, or four Testaments, or a bundle of} again to be shown to the world, and the mists 
tracts, every year, to the destitute. “The that had covered ii, to be scattered to the four 
widow’s two cents will buy eight or ten copies | Winds of heaven. ‘The “city set on a hill” was 
of some stirring sheet, like the “ Swearer’s Pray- | to be restored to its majesty and beauty, and to 
er” or “Quench not the Spirit ;” each one of shine forth, like the New Jerusalem. 
which may be instrumental in the conversion of| Recal, then, the exertions of the church to 
hundreds more, as each has been instrumental | eflect such an object. Of the efforts of the Ro- 
in the conversion of hundreds already. mish church. from the time of the Reformation, 
But with these books and tracts, we must! Wwe have nothing tosay. But there ave histo- 
have mento “run to and fro.” And how great | ries, which soon been to tell of missionaries, who 
are our facilities! Distance between nations Were not political managers, and of converts, 
and continents seems almost annihilated. ‘The who were not baptized pagans. No sooner did 
oceans, Which were anciently such barriers to light begin to buist upon the church, than the 
intercourse, we now view as the connecting new world across the waters came into requisi- 
links between manand man. Riversandinland|tion. The over-zeal of some men, who were 
seas, once like impassable gulfs, have vanished sincere. and the persecuting spirit of others, 
before the magic of our steam boais. Hills and | who belonged to the church visible only, hurried 
mountains have crumbled down, and vallies/a detachment of her noblest sons to our own 
have exalted themselves, and a highway is|shores. And here began the wiumphs of the 
thrown up for the messengers of the Lord of | Redeemer’s kingdom. Elliot and Mayhew are 
hosts. 7 /humes beld in sweet remembrance. Brainard 
Among the most important means in posses- | too trod in their pleasant paths, and went to in- 
sion of the church is the multitude of her mem- | herit their blissful reward, before the missions of 


| 


of bishop Heber, that this number has since 
;been increased ; and that the Brahmins find 


ciety reports four hundred and eighty native 
church members in good standing, as connected 
with their stations in the northern provinces.— 
The Baptist missionaries in India received one 
thousand four hundred and ninety-seven na- 
tives into their churches, during the first twenty 
years of their mission. The American mission 
church in Ceylon, contains one hundred natives. 

“On the eastern side of southern India, where 
the apostolic Swartz labored fifty years as a 
missionary, more than six thousand natives 
were, under his ministrations, induced to forsake 
idolatry ; and it is stated in the correspondence 


difficulty in procuring votaries enough to speed 
the wheels of their idolatrous cars through the | 
deep lanes of that fertile country. 

“Farther south is a still more interesting 
scene. Abouta thousand families, in the district 


| up their devotions to God. 


of southern India calied Palamcotta, have with- 
in afew years renounced idolatry, and now as- 
semble every Sabbath day, in more than a hun- | 
dred villages, to learn the way of saivation 
through the gospel. Atone village, a missiona- 
ry was conducted to a former temple of idola- | 
try converted into a Christian sanctuary, and 
saw the idol of stone, which several generations 
had worshipped, lying outside, rejected, despi- | 
sed, and to be no more revered. Nor was this 
by any means a solitary instance. Numerous 
idols had been destroyed, and several idol tem- 
ples either demolished, or consecrated to the 
worship of the true God.” Our own loved 
mission in Burmah must not be passed in si- 
lence. After having survived affliction and trial, 
it now stands, and will forever stand, a monu- 
ment tothe glory of God. ‘The spirit of inquiry 
and the spirit of missions is diffused through 
the whole country. ‘The gospel is the theme of 
general conversation and the topic of universal 
interest. ‘The exertions of the church there 
have been largely compensated. Every effort, 


| 
| 


bers. Not now the poor band of twelve apostles Our own day began their career. When the 
and five hundyed brethren assembled for prayer |“ Society in Scotund for the Propagation of) 
inan upper chamber, we have two hundred | Christian Knowle:ve” had attempted to convert 
millions of nominal Christians, and probably, at the world, aad found the attempt not 10 vain, 
least ten millions of the genuine followers of the | Other associations followed in its wake. Phe | 
Lamb. Our sanctuaries are the crown of every ;“ English Baptist Missionary Society,” the} 
hill-top and the glory of every village. By |“ Loadon Missionary Society,” the “Church 
Christians of various names, the prayer “thy Missionary Society,” and others in Europe, and | 
kingdom come,” is offered on myriads of altars) our owa cherished Boarus have entered into a} 
every day. ‘The poor and the rich, the illiterate | glorious licld, and alveady reaped a glorious | 
and the learned, the peasant and the merchant | Larvest. Great Britain can boust her Carey 
join in the same hearty desire. The wealthy |@od Marshman, ber Morrison and Milne, her | 
bring their thousands to the service of the gos-| Philip and her lovely Mariyn. And the Ameri- | 


| 
| 


pel; these of humbler rank give, perhaps, their | can ¢ burch can tell with evatitude of he r Jud- | 
quota; and others devote themselves to the} son and Boardman ia Burmah, her Hall and 
ereat work. At this moment, there are five, Newell in Bombay, her Fiske and Parsons in} 
hundred missionaries among the heathen, whose | Palestine—one of them still ia the manhood of 
four hundred stations are scattered, like light-| bis success in the Chirisiian cause, and the rest, 
houses, all along the darkness. More than six-, bright sevapis before the throne—enjoying the 
teen hundred native teachers are diffusing | fultilment of the promise, “They that be wise} 
among their owncountrymen the knowledge of | Shall shine as the sun in the lirmament; and 
} “Not| they that turn many to righteousness, as the | 
far from two hundred thousand persons are re-| Stars forever and ever.” 
ceiving, in missionary schools, the rudiments of| ‘The exertions of the church are still continu- 
a Christian education. And besides those who! ed. Her ministers at home are promoting the 
have joined the company of the redeemed in, knowledge of the pure gospel, and seeking to 
heaven, at least twenty-five thousand are now) build up the waste places of Zion. And abroad, 
gathered every month, in heathen lands, around | new measures are constantly going into opera. | 
the table of our common Lord. tion, new fields ave entered, new strong holds | 
The infidel can no longer scoff, because we | are carried, and new Victories gained for Im-| 
are an illiterate rabble. Some of the brightest) manuel. t 


Witness the new mission, just esiab- 
luminaries in the Jearned world also stand fore- jisied in the mountains of Hindosian, by thie 
most in the church We can now attack the Wisionaries of the American Board; and tle 
refined objector on hisown ground, and foil him) proposal by our Burman apostles to form for} 
with his own weapons. Tiere is no language,) American Baptisis a fovilicid in the Holy Land. 
which the sons of the church have not mastered 3 fis part of the subject ought not to be dis- 
no field of Biblical criticism, which they are not Missed without a notice of what is dcing to ex- 
able to enter; no mine so deep, that they can- erta holy influence on the werld by means of 
not find means to draw forth iis treasures. The (be press and ilinerating agents. What glor 
confusion of Babel is no hindrance to usin ran-| Has shone ivom the Uirone, to encourage th 
sacking the depositories of every tongue, and monthly tract distribution! ‘Though it be an j 
appropriating the knowledge of every clime. unpopular work, with some, multitudes have) 
Religion, too, is respected. Those revivals, | had reason to praise the Spirit of all grace, who 
which have travelled in their majesty through prompted that mode of doing good. We have} 
the length and breadth of our land, have perva-| spoken above of the influeace of the press. Of 
ded England too, and Ceylon ; Burmah and the | tis, some of our societies are making good use. 
islands of the seas. And wherever the pure and How lovely does the church appear in her | 
peaceful influence of the reign of Christ extends, children, when they are seen, devoting their | 
there religicn is honored and respected. days of recreation tov journies through the length | 
2. The past exertions of the church. Previ-) and breadth of the jand, difiusing missionary 
ously to the birth of Christ, our accounts of the | Inteiligence, scattering Miissionary papers, and | 
propagation of religion are extremely meagre. giving Missionary addresses to the less informed 
‘Throughout the early dispensation, we hear oc- , portions of the communicy ! he * unpublished 
casional facts, showing that the church, feeble letters of Gordon tiall,” which have lately been 
as she was, made some successful efforts for the prepared for distribution, are among the means | 
truth. Noah warned the antediluvians. Josh-) of this character. And nobly,in that memorial, | 
ua, with his associates, exhorted the people to) doth he, though dead, yet speak, ‘The “ mis-| 
choose whom they would serve, and to adopt} sionary papers” and “monthiy papers” of the | 
his own resolve, “ As for me and my house, we} American Board have already kindled many a | 
will serve the Lewd.” David otiered the incense | soul. 
of his prayers, and breathed in holy aspiration,! Voluntary associations for the promotion of | 
“Oh that the help of Israel were come ov: of| piety need scarcely be bere mentioned. Our so-| 
Zion.” Jonah was sent by the Almighty asa_ cieties of every description, if they have even | 
missionary to the depraved Ninevites, to prepare | the remotest bearing on the cause of Christ, may | 
them for the destruction threatened to their city.| be viewed as among the exertions the church 
in respect to the exertions of the church, after, has hitherto used for the promotion of religion 
its organization in the persons of the apostles,|and virtue. From the Infant and the Sabbath | 
we have more complete information. Sixty-| School up to the National Boards, all are among 
seven different places are mentioned in the New) the moral machinery of the church of Christ. 
Testament, in which churches were established) 3. ‘The encouragements of the church. This 
by these primitive missionaries; and some of head needs to be scarcely more than a bare 
these places contained several difierent churches. | statement of facts. But encouraging fruits of 
St. Paul says (Col. i. 23) that in his time “the labor have so closely accompanied exertion, 
gospel had been preached to every creature | thatsome things which have beea already men- | 
under heaven.” Justin Martyr, A. D. 106, says, | tioned, might well be here repeated. 
“There is not a nation, either Greek or Barba-| ‘Taking Jerusalem as the central-point, from 
rian, or of any other name, even of those who! which the eflorts of the church commenced, the 
wander in tribes and live in tents, among whom) conversion of all that we now call Christendom 
|prayers and thanksgivings are not offered to the | is among the encouregements of the church to 
Father and Creator of the universe, by the name! proceed in her duty. Our own ancestors, the 
‘of the crucified Jesus.” We know from the! Britons, are among the fruits of missionary la- 
writings of the early historians, that churches| bor. So debased were they originally, that a 
}were established, during the first century, in| Roman once wrote to his friend, “not to pur- 
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|} communhigants. 


‘Spirit of God was wonderfully shed forth upon 


selves among the soldiers of the King of kings. 


'the whole book of blessed prophecy. 


| however feeble, has made a deep and abiding’ 


impression on the whole character of the people. 
“Weare able to say, definitely and positively, 


‘that the influence of Chistian missions has 


driven idolatry entirely from twenty-one islands 
of the South Pacific. Their inhabitants are no 
more alarmed by the noise of war, nor by the 
shrieks of victims immolated on the altars of 
demons; and they have been taught to read, 
and write, and to make provision for the ne- 
cessities, the decencies, and the comforts of life. 
Many hundreds have been introduced into the 
Christian church upon a credible profession of 
piety. When one isiand had received the gos- 
pel, itsinhabitants exerted themselves to send it 
to another. A missionary society of one group, 
and that not the largest, contributed in a single 
year, of the products of the country, to the 
value of more than a thousand dollars. Thirty 
pious natives have gone as missionary teachers 
to islands and a people, which to them were 
strange and foreign; and thirteen missionary 
stations are occupied by native missionaries 
alone.” 

The success of the gospel in the West India 
Islands has been almost unexampled. Before | 
the late insurrection, there were numerous 
churches of believers, rivalling in magnitude any | 
organized body of Ciristians in more civilized 
lands. ‘The Moravians have twenty-four thou- | 


/sand negroes in those islands, under their care, | 


and the Wesleyan Methodists, more than twen- 
ty-two thousand. ‘The Baptist mission at Kings- 
ton in Jamaica has upwards of two thousand 


Among the Indians of our own country— 
those wasting relics of a once powerful nation 
—the gospel has had free course. When their 
troubles, the last winter, were most pressing, the 


them, and hundreds became the followers of the 
Lamb. Upwards of a thousand, in the various 
tribes, have joined tbe company of the redeemed 
on earth; and multitudes, from the days of 
Elliot till our own times, have been going up to 
swell the company of the redeemed in heaven. 
And tidings have just come to us, that the whole 
Osage nation is the scene of a glorious, and we 
hope permanent, revival. 

‘Lhe miserable Hottentots of Southern Africa 
have left their brutishness, and enrolled them- 


There, if any where, has the gospel wrought a 
godlike change: and there, if any where, is it 
demonstrated that Christianity is indeed a divine 


| olent societies! 


religion—worthy of its divine author. 

The success alone of Christianity is not) 
enough, however, to prove the divinity of its | 
origin. For Mohammedanism, too, has con- | 
verts innumerable. But when considered in | 
connection with its transforming effects, wher- | 
ever it has keen embraced, we may safely say, 
it is demonstrated, that religion is the daughter 
of the skies; and, as such, even philosophy tells 
us, its past success is but the pledge of its success 


to come. 


But besides this argument for the encourage- | 
ment of the church, we have the immutable | 
promises of Jehovah. Facts, such as we have 
narrated, are the testimonies which God gives 
us, that his promises are sure. How delightful, 
then, to go to his own word, and find the assur- 
ance of “ greater things than these!” 

It is not necessary here that we should call up 
We wiil 
not retouch the masterly pictures of Isaiah and 
the exile of Patmos. We will not deface with 
our feeble coloring the beautiful drawing of in- 
spiration. We will not set in our wretched 
compositions the brilliant gems, that dazzle us 
on every page of the book of God. Rather will 
we go ourselves—and invite our readers to go 
to that mine, and draw forth its treasures—to 


all your desires; and warm vour devotions, day 
by day, as vou lift up the inexpressibly glorious 
petition, “ Thy kingdom come.” ; 

4. The duty of the church. That there is 
something for the church yet to dois abundantly 
evident. Of the eight hundred millions on our 
globe, three quarters are stil] offering up sacrifi- 
ces to gods, which their own hands have made. 
Multitudes are anxiously looking to Christian 
lands, and imploring the followers of Christ for 
that gospel, which they know only by vague re- 
port. We have lately been told of a company 
of islanders, who had long waited thus. and 
waited in vain, for help. Vhey had abandoned 
their religion and their gods. And because 
Christendom was so tardy, they captured a pro- 
fane sailor, who passed their shores, and made 
him their school-master, and their priest, to offer 
In this occupation, 
he was led to reflection. By the blessed agency 
of the Spirit, he was converted and made an 
humble Christian. Thus Jehovah had designs 
of mercy. But shame on the church, that the 
poor islanders were driven to such a resort, 
owing to her negligence! 

If but one missionary were allowed to every 
twenty thousand persons, thirty thousand would 
be necessary. Where we have one, then, in the 
field, we ought to have sixty. But bow ean the 
darkness be dissipated, while the world is thus 
destitute? How can even twenty thousand of 
the heathen be induced to crowd about one soli- 
tary teacher, and hear from him the word of life? 
It is preposterous to think of converting the 
world, while we retain our men so carefully at 
home. The members of the church are the 
property of the church. And every individual, 
who joins that blood-bought band, ought to join 
it with a spirit, which should prom;t him to hold 
himself in readiness, like the students of the 
Propaganda, to go wherever the service of the 
church seems to require his presence. Fathers 
and mothers, consecrating their children to Goa, 
should be ready to send them to the darkest 
corners of the earth. Let but the gentlest mo- 
tions of the Spirit be felt—the mildest breathings 
of his influence be perceived—and_ the joytul 
sacrifice should be made.“ For this child Ipray- 
ed; and the Lord haih given me my petition, 
which I asked of him: therefore also have I Jent 
him to the Lord: as long as he liveth he shall be 
lent to the Lord.” (1 Sam. i. 27, 28.) 

We are not of the number of those who 
would exhort Christians to lay aside the decen- 
cies and comforts, or even the luxuries of life. 
We do not ask for the avails of the crnaments, 
which they wear, in conformity to the customs 
of society. We ask only for the superfluous 
sums, Which would better be given to this holy 
use—the promotion of the kingdom of Christ— 
than laid up for the future. We know the 
church has money enough, and she has men 
enough, if they were not held back and conceal- 
ed. Numbers are only waiting to be asked, in 
order to give all that the exigencies of the times 
demand. 

The church, then, must use her influence to 
bring into action the most energetic and efficient 
men among herranks. Away with that narrow 


notion, that a man, who is not tit for any other 


employment, will do for an ageut of our benev- 
Away with the sentiment that 
he who cannot preach, can be a fit instrument 
to kindle the bosoms of ten thousand communi- 
ties with an undying flame! Here, if any 
where, do we need those ministering spirits— 
those flames of tire—the very angels of God.— 
Here, if any where, we must have burning 
words and burning eloguence—the glowings of 
a seraph’s eye and the music of a seraph’s 
tongue. What! a world dying in wickedness, 
and a man without a tongue, to plead their 
cause! Ten million churcli-members, bought 
with the blood of Christ, asleep—and one, who 
cannot thunder and lighten in the pulpit, set to 
awaken them? Shame on the man, who could 
advance such a notion! Or rather, shame on 
the church, that will submit to be so deceived ! 
No! this must not be! If the church hasa 
warrior among her hosts, whose bosom always 
glows with love to souls, and who chains all 
audiences to his lips—he is the man for the 
watch-tower. If thereis one, who equals Paul 
in decision, Peter in devotedness, John in ten- 
derness, an angel in zeal, and the Son of God 
in deep-wrought, heavenly energy, he is the 
man! Call him out from his narrow parish.— 
Let him be a leader in the armies of the Lord of 
hosts. He will gird himself manfully to the 
contest. He will arm thousands in his train, 
and his example will inspire the feeblest with 
courage. O shade of the loved Evarts! and 
thou lamented Cornelius! why have not your 
mantles fallen on the men of our churches ? 
Besides using her iniluence to bring the richest 
talents she possesses to the missicnary altar, the 
church must do more to diffuse missionary in- 
telligence. ‘The missionary papers, which the 
presses are constantly throwing off, should be 
scattered, thick as the leaves of autumn, through- 
out Christendom. Every student, in every di- 
vinity-school, should be sent out during his va- 
cations, as an agent to spread a missionary ardor 
and to rouse a missionary flame, which shail 
burn to every corner of the earth. ‘The most 


stirring facts, whether encouraging or Cejecting, 


should be painted before the peopie, in the most 
affecting colors ; and if the church has a heart 
to feel or a tongue to speak, she should exhibit 
that feeling and speak with that tongue, so that 
the whole world may be compelled to sympa- 
thize. 

With all this outward exertion, the church, 


in her members, has yet to cultivate a deep- 


toned, ardent piety; an unquenchable love of 
souls, and an inexpressible longing for the glory 
Animated with the pure flame, which 


Instead of submitting to the slow labor of| Germany, Spain, France and Britain. No soon- 


‘chase any of those stupid Britons for siaves.”— 


seek that fountain-head and drink deeply of its | of God. 


copying parchments, we can multiply Bibles and | ey was one victory gained, than the soldiers of! But by the efforts of the church, we have become 


tracts by thousands. The press is exerting a 


| the cross proceeded to another. They went on,| members of the family of Christ. And though 


precious waters. Go, and let your spirits be burns on the altar of heaven, the church must 


kindled with the flame that glows—-and enrap- 


bring her united holocaust, day by day, and pour 


pewer—and a power, too, which the church can | emphatically, “from conquering to conquer.” 

use—sufficient to“ turn the world upside down.”} It is interesting to read ecclesiastical history 
Phe invalid, sitting in his solitary chamber, can, | for the very purpose of following Christianity 
by means of it, pour out breathing thoughts and | from city to city and from kingdom to kingdom. 
burning words, that shall kindle the remotest| Passing over the ties of consanguinity and 
verge of Christendom. The tract, which has blood, and breaking down the impediments of 
converted an hundred souls, may be increased nationality, the disciples of our Lord flew, like 
a nd sent abroad by thousan is every day, till it angels, from land to land, to bear the “ tidings 
finds itself a sphere of action in the most hope- of great joy to all people.” Advancing, at first 
less portion of the world. The Bible, the sword | rapidly, and afterwards retarded in their march 
of the Spirit, cheap—almost as the very air,} py the introduction of error they went through 
and, asif wafted by the wings of the wind, may| ‘ 2 
«9 to every dweller under heaven. . 


Time was, lamp of learning was going out in the ni 


or 
= 


| for slaves, God has made them and us, kings 
| and priests forever. 
| Among other encouragements of the church, 
| we may notice the condition of grovelling, 
|though beautiful Asia, Here are more than 
‘one hundred and fifty missionary stations and 
one hundred and ninety missionaries ; more than 
/one thousand native assistants, and about twen- 
| ty printing establishments. ‘There are also four 
| mission colleges and one hundred thousand pu- 


the proud Roman thought our ancestors untit tured with the splendors that burn there. Go, 


and in the magnificent scenery of those chapters, 
forget this lower creation. Go, and admire the 
promises of him who made “all things for his 
own glory.” And, when you return from the 


vision, let your whole life reflect the scenes you | 


have witnessed. As the face of Moses shone, 
when he came down from the mount, so let it be 
distinctly seen, that you, too, have conversed 
with God. Let those “exceeding great and 
precious promises,” and the sublime fulfilment 


Europe, Asia and Africa; and when the last | pils in missionary schools. AllIndia, especially, of them, which is already commenced, fill all 
ht o ‘is ina ferment. “The Church Missionary So- your soul; absorb all your thoughts; glow in 


lieved. ( | Le ho : 
“wounded in the house of his friends. : 
| joyfu! expectation must be fixed on God. The 


/out one united prayer, “Thy kingdom come.” 
Every bosom must learn to glow like the 


_seraph’s, and every tongue, to join in the —- 
oe 


ous hosanna that shall scon commence, alle- 
lujah, for the Lord God Omnipctent reigneth.” 
Faith in God must be brought up to its proper 
standard. The promises of Jehovah, however 
incredible because of their glory, must be be- 
The Saviour must Le honored, and not 
Silent, 


gorgeous scenes described in prophetic vision, 
must be regarded as the sure promises of him, 


(an tecieeniienaas 


who hath said, “Thoug! 
should pass away, my word 
away.” 

Thus pur | 
m ron wal trusting only in the strength of | 
Jehovah, the church must consent regularly to} 
increase, as Well as to continue her efforts, til) 
all hearts become holy—and all nations, the | 
people, whose God is the Lord. She must a 
tinue her efforts, till not: an altar emokes with 
the heathen sacrifice, nor a river reflects the | 
spires of a heathen temple. 


1 heaven and earth 


She must contin- | 
ue them, till there is no voice of war omnes 
people, nor of sorrow among the ee 
victims of oppression; till the sun, In his ¢ of 
revolution, sees the whole earth, one joyfu | 
family offering their morning and ee 
thanksgivings to their adorable af eo 
hears one psalm of praise, going ype seme 
of happy tongues, and responded by millions . 
holy hearts. ‘Then shall “the tabernacle oO 
God dwell with men.” Then will the chureh | 
have done her duty. Then will the world be re- | 
deemed. We shall behold the “ new: heavens | 
and the new earth, wherein dwelleth rightes MUS | 
ness ;” and God will be all in all. 5. F. S. 


From the New England Baptist Register. 
DECEPTION OF CHARACTER. 


It is a melancholy fact that a large propor- | 
tion of our fellow creatures, who live under the 
ordinances and administrations of the saving 
truths of christianity, are willing to be deceived | 
in regard to their own characters, s0 far as re- 
lates to their present and future happiness.— 
This truth Jesus has verified, by asserting that 
“many will say unto him in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in 
thy name have done many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me ye that work ini- 
quity.”. ‘Thus we learn there will be such 
characters atthe last; who, while on earth, did 
much for the cause of Christ, but still were 
“ workers of iniquity’—that is, they were not 
devoted in heart to God—but rested upon cer- 
tain outward duties and observances for salva- 
tion ; like too many professing disciples of the 
present day. Because the world think well of 
them, how many professing Christians there 
are among us, who live in the practical neglect 
of the religion of the Lord, and the closet.— 
They have the world for their God, and think, 
and speak, and conduct as the world directs ; 
not as God commands; for His word is not 
read, unless by mistake, or on Sunday, to find 
the minister’s text. Can such Christians expect 
to meet with a better reward than those who 
are told to ‘‘ depart for! know you not?” If 
they think they shall escape, they are wofully 
deceived. For Christ has settled it forever 
‘that those who are ashamed of him and his 
words in this world, of them will he also be 
ashamed when he cometh in the glory of his 
Father, with the holy angels.” We must, if 
we would be consistent, be every-day-chris- 
tians, not as convenience or circumstances re- 
quire, doa little religious duty to-day—but to- 
morrow much more sin—as itis now practiced | 
—if we may judge of people by their works. 

The error—the self deception, is but too 
common, that religion is but an occasional con- 
cern; thatit con-ists only of certain exercises 
—for example, of prayer, of reading the scrip- 
tures, of the services of the Sabbath ; and, 
now and then, of pious thought and conversa- 


shall not pass | duct 
| | while our feelings and passions and thoughts, 


suing her onward course, leaning on | are not brought under the principles of our re- 


‘tial deity, who can just look about him, and who 


tion ; and that it is a concern peculiarly of par- 


ticular persons, as of the minister and profes- | 
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Attention to our conversation and our con- 
will avail but little to our improvement, 


ligion. A christian character is to be formed 
alone by those peculiar principles and motives 
of christianity, which claim in their service 
every element of our intellectual and our moral | 
nature. ‘ We worship not a local and a par- 


bestows his favor, and dispenses his displeasure, 
we know not why ; but a God who looks upon 
the heart; who requires the homage of our 
whole hearts ; and whose grace is alike freely 
offered to all. Nor is it merely or principally | 
the homage of strongly excited feelings In 
prayer, to which our religion calls us. Chris- 
tian worship is the worship of a mind, by 
which acquaintance with God is daily felt to be 
the highest and most desirable of all knowledge 
It is the worship of a will, which daily chooses 
His will asits law. It is the worship of affec- 
tions, to which he is, in his character, in his 
service, and in his designs, the supreme good ; 
the object of unreserved confidence ; of chosen 
and of unreserved devotion. We worship a 
God, in the knowledge and love and service of 
whom we hope to find eternal improvement in 
blessedness. Let every thought, then, and 
every feeling and desire, be brought into sub- 
jection to God’s will in the gospel of Christ.— 
‘** A good man, out of the good treasure of his 
heart, bringeth forth good things ; and an evil 
man, out of the evil treasure of his heart, 
bringeth forth evil things. ‘lherefore, by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 3 


For the Christian Secretary. 
CLOSE COMMUNION, 

This as an objection is daily urged against 
the Baptists. ‘1 cannot get along with your 
close communion,” says one. ‘I cannot sce 
through your close communion,” says another. 
Says a third “I like the Baptists, all but your 
cluse communion, that killsme.” Says a fourth, 
‘Why are you so tight, and uncharilable ?— 
Don’t you think that there are Christians among 
the Congregationalists and the Methodists ?— 
You expect to have a litle heaven, all to your 
selves, don’t you?” Says a fifth, *‘ Do pull 
down your bars; [cannot endure your close 
communion.” And what is close communion ? 
It is held up as a horrible, wicked, ungenerous, 
unmanly, unchristianlike, bigoted, narrow-soul- 
ed, little-minded, obnoxious, offensive, love- 
withering, strife-engendering, brother-sunder- 
ing certain something ; and what is it? Dear 
reader, don’t be alarmed. Examine it calmly 
in and by day light, “and do nothing rashly.” 
Acts xix. 36. I will tell you what you will find 
close communion to be, if you seriously and 
thoroughly investigate it. It is inviting and re- 
ceiving only such to the communion as are in 
fellowship with the Lord and with each other. 
Such as have believed in Christ, and have been 
baptized into the church and continued to live 
according to the gospel of Christ. Such the 
Baptists receive to the Lord’s table, and for 
this or some other reason we are distinguished 
with the appellation of close communion. 

Are the Baptists guilty of communing only 
with such as profess faith in Christ, and have 
been baptized, and continue to adorn their pro- 
fession by a well ordered life and holy conver- 


Seer 


RISTIAN SECRETARY. 


whom they baptize, or the Congregationalists 
who will not? Said a young man to his moth- 
er, who had him dedicated when about fifteen 
years of age, ‘Mother you complain of the 
Baptists for their close communion, your min- 
ister never asks me, and I’ve been baptized as 
much as any of the church.” ‘* My son,” re- 
plied the mother, “ I wish you was fit to go to 
the Lord’s table.” “ AmTI not as good as I 
was when you got me christened ?” replied the 
youth. ; 

But I rejoice that greater harmony exists 
among different denominations than heretofore, 
that infant baptism and sprinkling are fast going 
out of practice, and as those two are the princi- 
pal things that now separate us, when these 
are removed, close communion must cease to 
be, and the Baptists and Congregationalists and 
Methodists all will become amalgamated in one 
vast apostolic church. ‘ ‘lhen shall there be 
one fold, and one Shepherd.” One Lord, one 
faith, and one baptism, and the millenial glory 
dawn upon the world. 

But there must be more pure religion in exer- 
cise, on both sides, before that day will dawn. 
Ministers must be willing to exchange pulpits 
with each other—Daptists with Congregation- 
alists, and Congregationalists with Baptists— 
Else why such ado about close communion.— 
We must be willing to pray wogether, and at- 
tend protracted meetings together ; or we are 
wickedly and wofully wanting in the first fruits 
of the Spirit of Christ. We must be willing 
that the members of our several churches 
should mingle thcir devotions together in the 
conference room, without being disciplined for 
it. We must live more holy, more humble, 
more pious from day today. May the Lord so 
help us to live. An OBsERVER. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
DiaLocue perween Mr. Expertence AND A 
Youne Preacusk. 
Experience. Well, my young friend, how is 
it with you to-day ? 


Youth. 1 feel very well in mind, my body is 
feeble. 
Exp. You talked too loud yesterday, | 


thought so the moment [ saw your countenance. 
You should raise your voice but very little above 
the natural key, and talk no louder than if you 
spoke toa singie man at the further side of the 


solemnity was manifested and numbers were 
brought, as we trust, to rejoice in God and joy 
in the rock of their salvation. These were 
mostly, as is more generally the case, the bloom- 
ing youth, whilst the sturdy and aged oaks re- 
mained unbowed. 

The good work was not so general as is fre- 
quently the case, but more confined to particu- 
lar sections, where was often heard the anxious 
sigh, and the heart cheering exclamation of the 
young convert, ‘* My sins which were many 
are all forgiven.” 

Some backsliders were hopefully reclaimed, 
and some professed Universalists were shaken 
in their faith, and confessed that their senti- 
ments would not do to risk their souls into 
eternity upon. As fruit of this work of the 
Lord, fifteen have been added to the Ist Bap- 
tist church in this town, by baptism; some by 
letter ; one restored, &c. Our house of wor- 
ship has generally on Lord’s day been filled 
with attentive hearers 

Last week we held a protracted meeting, 
and were favored with the zealous and faithful 
labors of Elders Hall, Wilder, Ellis, Ambler, 
Morse and Rev. Mr. Clarke, Pastor of the 
Congregational Church in thistown. I believe 
fifteen took the seats assigned for the anxious. 

During the meeting the power of the Lord 
was evidently manifested in the quickening of 
saints, many of whom with breaking hearts and 


amongst a class of people who 

as tracts before to any extent. I made proclamatior 
from the stand at the intermission, to give every pers ‘ 
a tract. About 500 were present, and the people pr ro 
ed around with great earnestness, and | had 4. a 
away In many instances two and three to an individu: 
who would beg them for absent friends.* | rave een 
600 pages to each of five churches also. This w Pe mv 
session of the North District Association, Friend t 

Humanity. Every church now in that body has re nit 
ed its 600 pages. i i ca 

4. Many families and settlements on the — 
frontiers seldom have preaching. They would noe 
tracts, and preachers who occasionally yis = Weg 
tlements should distribute them. ? 

5. In visiting families, week day schools, ang Sund: 
schools, I very much need a few tracts to vive oo 
Whenever I stop in travelling or at night, I y —s 
leave a tract in the family, I find much good a 
result. iio 

6. Ifthe Baptist General Tract Society does not fur 
nish this supply other societies will. The Methodists 
circulate a great many tracts; and many of them o 
their peculiar doctrines. ; = 

These are a few of the many reasons why donations 
should be furnished this region, Anticipating thee 
donations, I have commenced a limited distribution 
having taken about 7000 pages from the Depository jar 
the purpose, intending to replace them when your }un 
arrives. As my travelling will be very extensive tlic 
fall, and especially in remote places, where the Socio: 
tracts have never reached, I shall continue this mode 
of distribution in hopes the friends will enable me to 
replace them in the Depository.—To supply the real 
wants of that portion of our population to which myselt 
and such brethren as ought to be distributors can have 
access, would require not less than 50,000 pages annu- 


————— 


never had such means 


it these set. 


gushing tears confessed their faults one to 
another ; and some whom I had never heard 
speak a word for God, opened their mouths in| 
his praise. Old professors here have trimmed 


ally—100,000 pages would not be too many. Will our 
eastern friends help or not ? : 

In May and June, I carried a box of tracts of abou: 
10,000 pages, to the Military tract, and near the fron 
tiers harrassed with Indian war! I sold between 4 and 


their lamps, and the disciples all now seem to 


getNer for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
May the Great Head of the Church Jong 

continue this spirit of harmony among us, and 

may Christ’s everlasting kingdom be speedily 

enlarged here and elsewhere, by the accession 

of such as shall be saved in that day when he 

shall make up his jewels. 

Yours affectionately, 

JOSIAH M. GRAVES. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
Griswold, Sept. 25, 1832. 
BrotrHeR CaNnFIeLp, 
With great pleasure, and deep gratitude to God, I 
would inform you of the revival in these parts. God 
has revived his work in this region again. Yes, the 


house, but let your pronunciation be emphati- 
cal, your accent clear and distinct, and don’t 
drawl and drag out the sentence as though you 
expected to be killed when it ended. 

Youth. Ihave adifficulty on my lungs ; it 
is hard work for me to speak and I have to raise 
my voice or not be heard at all. 

Exp. No, my son, stop your hallooing and 
you will soon get rid of your difficulty. But 
don’t you talk too lung? 
preach ? 

Youth. I should think sir, forty minutes 
perhaps, or an hour—an hour generally, seldom 
over, unless | havea good subject. 

Exp. You should always have a good sub- 
ject, or not preach. But you are a young man, 


short, lay your watch before you and limit your 
sermon to thirty minutes, and what you cannot 
say in that time, if the subject is a good one, 
save till the next time ; if it is nota good one 


sation? I would we were a thousand times 
more guilty, if this may be called guilt. 
that my walk were close with God.” 


‘© Oh/| the end of thirty minutes. 
Oh | order, and come right to the subject—and make 


your hearers will thank you for setting down at 
Set your ideas in 


sors of religion. There are those who have|that our churches lived more according to the |" remarks but such as tend to bring it directly 


no association of religion but with the church, | 


principles of primitive christianity. Oh that! 


before the people. When your subject is be- 


and the Sabbath, with the lecture room, and |all, of every name, who call on the name of fore your audience, sit down and Jet thein think 


with prayers. There are those, too, who think | 
that they are Christians, because they are con- 

fident that they have a right religious faith, and 

have made a public profession of it. And 

there are those who think themselves to be safe 

in the anticipation of their final account, be- 

cause they have made no profession, and have 

therefore broken no promises—because they 

have made no pretensions to piety, and there- 

fore are not hypocrites. We dare not make an 

estimate of the comparative dangers of these 

errors. But we dare pronounce them all to be 

indubitable evidences of a low, and mean, and 

most unworthy view of religion. The obliga- 

tion of prayer, of reading the Bible, and of the 

observance of the ordinances of the gospel, is 

indeed as certain, as it is that the authority 

Christ is the authority of God. But Christian- 
ity itself has an infinitely higher aim. It looks 
at once beyond and above every thing that is 
visible, and penetrates to the deepest recesses 
of every heart thatis givenuptoit. It would 

bring every faculty of every individual into the 
service of God ; every thought and word, every 
feeling and action, into the circle of our duties 
as accountable and immortal beings. 

We must not only pray to God, read the 
Scriptures, and profess our faith, but we must 
cultivate and strengthen by habitual care and 
exercise, christian tempers and christian affec- 
tions. 

We must not only sometimes talk about reli- 
gion, but all our conversation must be consist- 
ent with a religious, a christian character ; con- 
sistent with our principles and hopes as Chris- 
tians. Prayer, the scriptures, the Sabbath, 
and the ordinances of the gospel, are but means 
of religion; means, indeed, of inestimable 
worth ; because by their right of application, 
they will make us to be partakers of the divine 
nature, by delivering us from the corruptions 
that are in the world through lust. But if they 
do not extend a sanctifying influence to our 


the Lord, both theirs and ours, possessed in an) 
enlarged degree the spirit and temper of the’ 
meek and humble Jesus; then we should hear | 
and feel less of sectarianism, and more of that, 
love that worketh no i!l to our neighbor. We! 
should no longer behold slight tinctures of faith | 
engaging the fervor of jealousy among breth- 
ren ; the old question, ‘* who shall be the great-. 
est,’ would be dismissed, and wherever we, 
met a Christian, we should find a hearty friend, 
a praying brother. 

Do the Baptists refuse to commune with | 


| 


tionalists, and so did the Apostles. 


they believe to be gospel baptism, of all those 
with whom they commune? So do the Con- 
gregationalists, and so did the Apostles the 
sane. Why need we ever hear the appellation 
close communion applied to the Baptists, as 
though it were a peculiar trait in them, and 
nobody else. We hold to no sentiment relative 
to the Lord’s supper, that is not embraced and 
practiced by the Congregationalists. ‘To be 
sure we do not think sprinkling is baptism, be- 
cause we know of no Scripture for such an 
ordinance in the gospel church; if others 
think there is, let them practice it. I will not 
censure them. ‘True we do not think that 
unbelieving households ought to be baptized, 
because we have seen neither precept nor exam- 
ple for it in the word of God. If others think 
there is, let them practice it. I will not molest 
them. ‘Let not Judah vex Ephraim, nor 
Ephraim envy Judah.” 

If a person who had not been baptized, nor 
said to be baptized at all, should experience re- 
ligion, and being present at a Congregational 
communion, should desire the privilege of com- 
memorating the death of his dear _ deme 
would they admit him? Would they not reply, 
‘* You may come with all freedom, but you must 


tempers and affections, and through them to our 
conversation and conduct; if they do not make 
us live better—more to God, more inthe char- 
acter of Christians—if they are not means of 
bringing down, and of mortifying our pride 
vend vanity; of subduing our envy and anger 
and love of the world, of strengthening Chris- 
tian principles and motives within us, and of 
giving a heavenward tendency to our desires 
and efforts ; they will not be, to us, the means 
of final happiness. The service to which 
God calls us is not merely the profession of a 
creed, or any mere external acts of worship.— 
It is a life of habitual devotion to him, in obedi- 
enee to the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


first be baptized, before you partake of the 
Lord’s supper.” And what different reply 
would a Baptist church give? ‘Their answer 
would both be the same. Where then is close 
communion? But do the Congregationalists 
admit all those to communion whom they pro- 
fess to baptize? No, they sprinkle thousands 
every year, whom they do not admit to the 
Lord’s table, though they believe Jesus meant 
these holy infants when he said, ‘‘ Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heav- 
en.” The Baptist will commune with any per- 
son, when baptized, whom they could admit to 
the ordinance of Baptism. Who then are the 


upon it, while you cover your face and spend a| 


moment in reviewing what you have said, and 
in prayer. Let some brother close the meet- 
ing. Our young men often pray too long, ten 
minutes isa long prayer if well filled with hum- 
ble petitions ; if not, itis by far too long. 

Youth. You would have a man pray till he 
got into the spirit, I always wish to feel it before 
I stop. 

Exp. You should feel it before you begin ; 
and as for praying ti!l we get into the spirit, as 
you call it, | have known more people prayed 


those who believe not? So do the Congrega- | out of the meeting house, than | ever did min- 
Do the! isters prayed into the spirit. 
Baptists require not only faith, but also what |a fire of our own, warms nobody and puts our | grants, without special donations for the purpose, the 
(own eyes out. 


This kindling up 


While we are praying ourselves 
into the spirit, we often pray a whole congrega- 
tion out of patience. ‘There is another fault 
about praying. Some men will pray for sin- 
ners, and for those who have not been convert- 
ed, and for the unregenerate ; that they may 
be converted and be renewed and be born 
again, and have their hearts changed, and have 
new hearts, and be adopted into God’s family, 
and be made the children of the Lord; that 
they may be no longer uncircumcised in heart, 
but that they may become new creatures.— 
Again, they pray for all the ministers of the 
everlasting Gospel, then for the heralds of sal- 
vation, and then for the watchmen on Zion’s 
walls, and for the messengers of the word of 
life, &c. Now who does not know that such 
tautology is enough to weary the patience of 
Job, especially when it is continued for half an 
hour with a most intolerable tone. For a model 
of prayer look at Matthew vi, 9—14. 

Youth. I thank you father Experience, for 
your kind counsel, and hope you will ever take 
the liberty to suggest any improvement to me 
that your acquaintance with the ministry may 
enable you. 

Exp. Ihave but one thing more at present. 
You will preach at my house next Tuesday 
evening ; will you tell me what you think is 
the meaning of Matthew xxiii. 9. May the 
Lord instruct you and make you a useful and 
faithful minister of the Gospel. Farewell. 
Amicus. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
Colebrook, Oct. 2, 1832. 


Dear Broruer CAnFietp, 

Perhaps some account of the state of Zion 
here, may not, (in this time of universal reli- 
gious dearth,) be wholly uninteresting to your 
readers. 

Soon after the commencement of my labors 


closest, the Baptists, who commune with al] 


How long do you! 


and have to preach to older people ; always be | 


King Fternal reigns; Zion rejoiccs—Glory be to 
| God—there is peace on earth and good will towards 
,men! Grace is abounding! Mercy in healing 
‘streams is flowing! Truth’s victorious banner, in 
itriumph is waving ! and sinners are bowing around 
| it with joy and sweet surprise. There has been ap- 
|parently more of a spirit of fervent prayer and hum- 
| ble supplication among the charches in this region 
| ever since the setting of our association last June. 
That meeting will not soon be forgotten by many, 
who listened to the addresses delivered on that occa- 
sion. A missionary spirit seemed to pervade the bo- 
som of every warm-hearted and praying Christian in 
the crowded assembly, and almost every man was 
seen untying his purse strings—the ladies were not 
behind in the contribution, and no small quantity of 
jewelry, &c. was presented. The good feeling 
prompted the appointment of a protracted meeting 
at Sterling, where there had been no general revi- 
val for more thana century. The meeting began 
on the 30:h of August, and continued eleven days, 
when it was removed to Canterbury, and continued 
six days longer, and was then adjourned to be open- 
edin the Baptist church in Plainfield, on the last 
Wednesday in September. As the result of this 
meeting I would say, 25 have been baptized in Ster 

ling, and 15 in Canterbury ; as many more have en- 
tertained hopes, while a great company are yet in- 
quiring in both places. The churches are revived 
and refreshed. Let God be praised, for all the glory 
isduetohim. The Ministering brethren that at- 
tended chiefly were J. Miner, A. Weaver. H. Love, 
A. Cole, and A. Gates, Elder Nath. Cole, Elder 
Stow. and Curtis, Peckham, and mvself. 

Brethren pray for us. L. KNEELAND. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE BAPTIST 
TRACT CAUSE, 
Betovep Breturen : 

Urgent requests having been repeatedly made to the 
Baptist General Tract Society, by our western friends, 
for a grant of tracts, donations for that object were ear- 
nestly solicited in the Tract Magazine for June, with a 
view of sending out a quantity in the course of the 
summer, for gratuitous distribution in Illinois and Mis. 
souri. I am sorry to say that the request then made 
seeins to have been almost entirely unheeded, and that 
contributions to but a very small amount have come in. 
Consequently, as the Society is unable to make such 


tracts which should have gone to Illinois, are now on 
the shelves of the Depository in Philadelphia. I trust, 
however, that the touching appeal of brother Peck, in 
| the following letter, wiLt open the eyes and hearts of 

many friends, who will promptly and liberally lend their 
| aid on this occasion, so that the tracts, for which there 
jis such urgent demand, may be speedily sent on. A 
| box worth not less than one hundred dollars, ought to be 
| sent to brother Peck without delay, and another to bro- 
| ther Russell, while each of our missionaries in those 
regions should also be furnished with a liberal supply. 
All contributions for this important object will be faith- 
fully applied. ‘They may be committed to the care of 
your pastor, or forwarded to the Agent of the Baptist 
General Tract Society, No. 36 North Fifth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Your friend and brother in Christ, 
September 29. I. M. ALLEN. 


Carro.iTon, Ill. August 6th, 1832. 

Brother Allen,—I noticed some time past your ad- 
vertisement on the cover of the B. T. Magazine, that 
you were making up a box of tracts for Illinois and 
Missouri, which you also communicated to me in a 
letter. ‘The importance and necessity of having a large 
supply of tracts in this region to give away, cannot be 
too strongly urged upon our brethren. Some of the 
reasons are as follows : 

1. Multitudes of Baptists in the west have so many 
prejudices, (unreasonable and wicked,) against every 
benevolent institution, and every society, that they will 
not unite in a tract society, nor subscribe to any thing— 
nor will it answer to offer to sell books to this class, as 
it serves to rivet their prejudices more deeply, that 
every such measure is a speculation. Some of this 
class will not read a tract—they will, and actually do 
burn them, if they come into their hands—yet multi. 
tudes will read, and in reading some become con- 
vinced of their error. All these must receive tracts as 
a donation. 


5,000 pages to a little society our Missonaries had 
formed, supplied seven churches with the 600 paves 


be of one heart and of one mind, striving to- | and gave away about 500 pages. 


Soon as you make up your box of tracts, send it on to 
me, and I will place them in such hands as wil! he 
faithful and prudent in the distribution. 

I am ever, respectfully yours, &c. 
J. M. PECK. 


* During the intervals between worship the people wore 
busily emploved reading tracts; thus a double advantave 
was gained,.—About twelve persons were converted at the 
meeting, and many more anxious. 


Statistics of the Catholie Church.—From an 
Almanac, published yearly at Rome, under the 
inspection of the local authorities, containing 
a full and correct statement of all the Catholic 
Bishops, throughout Christendom, we find, that 
they are in all 803 dioceses ; of these, 113 
Archbishopricks, 4 Latin titular Patriarchates, 
—the Patriarchs of Venice; of the Western 
Indies and Lisbon ; the Patriarchs of Babylon 
for the Chaldeans ; of Antioch for the Mel- 
chite Greeks, Marmonites and Syrians ; of Ci- 
licia for the Armenians. ‘The number of Cath- 
olics in the whole world, is estimated at 180 
millions.— Shepherd of the Valley.* 


* This is a Roman paper lately established in St. 
Louis, Missouri, part French, and part English — 
Boston Recorder. 


Dedication.—Agreeably to previous notice, 
the new Baptist meeting House, recently 
erected in Maple Street in this town, was 
opened with appropriate religious services, on 
Wednesday 12th inst. 

The exercises commenced with the sentence, 
“© The Lord is in his holy temple," &c, sung by 
the choir; after which Rev. Mr. Wakefield of 
Belchertown, offered the introductory prayer. 
The 175th hymn of Winchell’s Supplement 
was then sung. Rev. Mr. Archibald of West- 
Springfield, read select portions of Scripture. 
‘* Before Jehovah’s awful throne,” &c. was 
then sung. The sermon was preached by Rey. 
Mr. Putnman, Pastor of the Church, from 
Eccl. 5, 1. The Dodicatory Prayer was offered 
by Rev. Mr. ®isher of Sturbridge. The con- 
cluding Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Bridg- 
es of Southwick, and the services were closed 
with singing the Benediction. 

The Choir, under the direction of Mr. 
Moseley, are desired to accept the thanks of 
the Society, to whom their performance was 
highly acceptable.—Springficld Republican. 


A Baptist clureh was constituted at Keene, 
N. H., August 22, with flattering prospects.— 
Sermon by Rev. Appleton Morse of Fitchburg. 
The same day, Br. Christy G. Wheeler, of 
Dunbarton, was ordained as pastor of this in- 
fant church.—New England Baptist Register. 


We learn that Rev. Dr. Skinner, of Phila- 
delphia, has been appointed a Professor in the 
Andover ‘Theological Seminary.—IJb. 


Rev. Jorn S. Bacon, President of George- 
town College, Kentucky, is elected Professor 
of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in the 
Hamilton Literary and Theological Institution, 
New York.—Jé. 


Two Missionaries and their wives and a 
Printer will sail for the Sandwich Islands early 
in October next, in the ship Mentor from New 
London. The friends of the Missionaries at 
the Islands, by sending packages or letters to 
the Missionary rooms, Boston, or to Gill Tracy 
242 Nessau street New York, previous to 5th 
Oct. can have them forwarded. 


Lowell Baptist Education Society.—This 
Society has already collected about $250 for 
the purpose of educating young men for the 
gospel ministry. Last Monday evening a 
meeting of the society was held at the First 
Baptist Meeting-house.—A very interesting 
address was delivered on the occasion to an 
attentive and evidently gratified audience, by 
Dr. Fellows of this town.-—Dr. Pillsbury is to 
deliver the next address.— Lowel Evangelist. 


A wise man hath his foibles as well as a fool, 
but the diference betwen them is, that the foj- 
bles of the one are known to himself, and con- 


2. We have a number of travelling preachers, some 
as regular missionaries, others who devote from one 
third to one sixth of their time gratuitous. They 


meetings. 

3. We have many protracted meetings, campmeet- 
ings and associations, where multitudes of all classes 
gather together. At such places it is of material im. 


especially on such subjects as may have been discussed. 
I have just arrived from such a meeting held 18 miles 


cealed from the world; the foibles of the other 


are known to the world, and concealed from him- 
ought to have tracts to give one to every family they|self. ‘The wise man sees those frailties in him- 
visit, and to give away to individuals in their public/se]f, which others cannot; but the fool is blind 
to those blemishes in his character, which are 
conspicuous to every body else. 


A wise and self-understanding man, instead 


portance to have a quantity of tracts to circulate, and | of aiming at talents he hath not, will set about 
cultivating those he hath; as the way in which 
Providence points out his proper usefulness. 


among this people one year since, an unusual 


from this place, in the forks of the Magnapin, and 
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